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THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING SPEAKING SKILSS
IN LANGUAGE CLASSROOMS

Mussanova Gulnaz Aidarovna
Master of Education, Senior lecturer of Department of foreign languages,
Faculty of philology,
Al-Farabhi Kazakh national university,
Almaty, Kazakhsian

Abstract: Being able to speak fluently in a foreign language is the most important goal for
many language leamers. However, it seems that the teaching of speaking skills in language
classrooms does not have an important role. There are many reasons: teachers spend much time
mastly to written language, doing tests, completing written assignments and teaching the textbook
with emphasis on written langiage. The purpose of the article is to discuss the issue of how
speaking can be waught in langwage classrooms. Teaching speaking reguires some attempt o get
closer o communication by creatng situations that language leamers meet in their real life.
Teachers of English also want to know what to do in order to be successful in developing students'
speaking xkills in language classrooms, Of the four language skills, speaking skill should get the
first prioriey in English teaching and speaking skills development cannot be separated from other
skills, Thiz article also tackles the issuex of improving students ' communicative skills,

Key wonds: speaking skills, communication, foreign language teaching, speaking taxks,
linguistic compelence.

Speaking is one of the language skills to be developed as a means of effective
commumication in both first and second language learning contexts. In the Enghsh as a Foreign
Language pedogogy environment, how to develop speaking skills and confidence for students
tends to be a crucial question among teachers. English is an imporant language to be learnt in
language classrooms. English language teachers play an important role in makmg their students to
communicate well m English. They should alongside with pew and mmnovative teaching
methodologies in the classroom to improve the skills of students significantly.

Teaching English has the goal of focusing students so that they are able 1o use English for
commumication and as a tool for developing ther studies. In the process of weaching and learmng,
the four language skills (listeming, speaking, readmg, and writing) are simubancously used.
Normally, learners in context do not use the language in authentic situations. They possess inability
in -:nnunummtmg correctly. This leads to students” lack of self-confidence and avoidance when
communicoting with native English speakers. In English language learning process, histeming,
speaking, reading and writing skills should be taught comectly and effectively through proper
implementation of useful methods and techmiques. The most difficull skill for language lesmers 1s
speaking. because it requires them to think and viter seniences correctly. In order to develop
speaking skills, teachers of English should mmprove the grammatical and lexical aspects of
students.

The main purpose of teaching speaking skills 1s to iImprove the commumcative competency
of students. They should be confideni to learn and obtan the language w develop thewr
commumnicative skills. Introducing speaking activities in the binsuage classroom will kelp leamers
to improve their pronunciation, grammar skills, and the nght usage of active vocabulary, Skehan
[ 1] defines a task as “an activity in which: meaning is pnmary: there is some son of relationship
to the real world; task completion has some priority; and the assessment of task performance is in
terms of task outcome”. Activities can involve listening, speaking, reading or writing or any
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mmhmumn of these skills. Task based approach strongly h!hl!"h:'! that language can be learmt
through communication. Krashen [2] proposed that learners would acquire language when they
are exposed 1o “comprehensible input™ and are motivated o attend 1o the input. Long [3] as
argued that acquisition is best served when learners participate in the negotiation of meaning. (Le.
the pmocess by which two or more interlocutors identify and then attempt 10 resolve a
communication breakdown. However, negotistion of meaning may or may not result in mutual
understanding). Long also suggested that tusk-based teaching creates opportunities for students 1o
“focus on form” and constitule them to acquire the language. To improve speaking skills, teachers
should use or introduce many skill oriented technology based activities 10 make them explore
different learning environment 1o leamm English iterestingly.

As a means of communication, language plays an important role in human kife. English is
one of these most widely used languages in the world It is used as a tool of international
communication, for many purposes such as bureancratic. academic, socml, cultural, econonuc,
religious, and many other purposes. Learning Enghish means being proficient in the four language
skills, namely: listening, speaking. reading and writing which cannot be separated from one
another considering that the development of one skill will comnbute 10 the developmem of the
other language skills. Basically, the development of the four language skills 15 integrated.
However, for an efficient delivery of the teaching materml for a certain time allocation, there are
often sccentuations of certain skills, for example, the teaching of speaking. Sometimes, two skills
are taught in the same time, While teaching speaking, for example, listening is also involved. To
understand someone speaking, the interlocutor needs to listen to what he or she 1s saying.

As Lado [4] puts speaking skill. is the ability 1o express onesell in life situations. or the
ability to repont acts of situations or phrase words, or the ability to express a sequence of ideas
fluently. This shows that the teacher’s first step in teaching speaking 1s to encourage the studenis
to express their ideas and feelng's freely and confidently while motivating them to be involved in
constant practices of English commumcation.

There are many different ways of teaching speaking. One communicative way of developing
this skill is a method of speaking or nuking a speech without preparation. With this method, the
speaker apphes spontaneity or improvisation. This sudden speaking 5 delivered based on the need
at the moment of speaking using simple language. In the teaching and leaming of a language as a
means of communication, a teacher has an essential role. Besides provading the students with a set
af speaking tasks, he or she also provides them with the practices of the patterns in oral form. It s
evident that teaching Enelish as a means of communication is teaching the students to understand
and interact one snother both in oral and written forms using English. A commanication occurs
when there is a transmission of a message from one person to another person. which & understood
by the receiver os intended by the sender.

In teaching and leaming activities, the teacher and the student communicate about the snbject
nustters using language. It means that teaching speaking is meant not only to provide the students
with the things to understand but most imporiantly with opportunities (o use them in meaningful
contexts and situations. Therefore, teaching must involve the students in the activities using things
they leam.

In teaching speaking, a teacher not only explains the rules. but also gives them different
topics about the language functions such as greeting, iniroducing, telephoning, requesting,
mte:m:ipung thanking, forgiving, apologizing, commanding, mviting, and etc. Teaching a
language is an activity to help the students to speak the language using various lnguage functions
and think in that language.

Teaching speaking skills should be improved osing appropriste speaking tasks so that
siudents’ language learning ability can be enhanced. Teachers should motivate them 1o learn
English teachers should always have up-to-date onented 1eaching methodologies o cope with the
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English in innovative ways. The teaching methods should develop interpersonal skills of students
for their better speaking competency. In order to avoid the fear of making mistakes in their
communication, language learners should be given enough space 1o speak in the classroom
According to many teaching theornsis, speaking skill can be d:whpcd through communmicative
activities which include an mformation gap. a jigsaw purzle, games, problem-solving, role-
playing, click a picture task, case sindy task. advertisernent task. storytelling, Ted-talks,
discussion, Also, using new lechnologies in the language classroom will substantiate the stund of
making the modern method very interesting and innovative in the teaching process. In teaching
speaking skills teachers use the communication-onented activities. These tasks help to focus on
the learner-centeredness. Students can be divided into small groups by their language proficiency.
Le., high, medium, and low levels. Using any of these techniques. students can have an opportunity
to work together providing help to others while performing the activity. The stmosphere of the
group work can lessen their fear in making mistakes when speaking English. Language leamers in
the group can supporn others in the team needing help. They can express themselves successfully
while working in small groups, This can lead 1o self- monitoring, more confidence in speaking, and
enjoyment can motivate them o pancipate more in leamning

In the Common European Framework of Reference, communicative language competence
consists of hnguistic, sociolinguistic and pragmatic competences. Linguisiic compelence in
teaching speaking comprises the language leamer’s knowledge and skalls of language as a system,
sociolinguistic competence refers to s vanabons, comprsing “rules of politeness, norms
goveming relations between generations, sexes, classes and social groups, linguistic codification
of certain fundamental rituals in the functioning of a community™, and communication between
participants from different cultures. Pragmatic competence refers 1o “the functional use of
hingwistic resources (producton of language functions, speech acts). drawing on scenanos or
scripts of interactional exchanges. It also concerns the mastery of discourse, cohesion and
coherence, the identification of text types and forms, irony, and parody [5].

In conclusion, in order 1o achieve the expected objective of teaching speaking skills, 1eachers
are required 1o do such as specifying the objectives, and conducting class sctivity through speaking
slowly. loudly, and cleariy pronunciation. The application of speaking tasks should be based on
students’ level and mterest. It provokes them to speak and avosd students to speak hesitantly. It
can also increase their self-esteem
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